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GREENGATHERINGS - RNC CALL TREE 

 
GreenGatherings is a partnership formed to shape the greening of events, large and small, in the Twin Cities metro-area, 
beginning with the 2008 Republican National Convention. The purpose of the GreenGatherings project is to build a lasting 
environmental legacy; to protect the region's natural resources; to educate citizens and visitors about green choices and their 
impact on the environment; to provide tools and information to allow all gatherings, large and small, to become green; and to 
demonstrate the economic and community benefits of greening. 
 
GreenGatherings Partners 

1. Ramsey County 
a. Web site: http://www.co.ramsey.mn.us/home/index.htm 
b. Available for Interviews 

1) Victoria Reinhardt, Commissioner 
2) Zack Hansen, Environmental Health Section Manager 

c.  Media Contact: Darren Tobolt, darren.tobolt@co.ramsey.mn.us, 651-266-8368 
 

2. Hennepin County 
a. Web site: http://www.co.hennepin.mn.us/ 
b. Available for Interviews 

1) Peter McLaughlin, Commissioner, Hennepin County 
2) Paul Kroening, Recycling Coordinator, Hennepin County 

c.  Media Contact: Angie Timmons, angie.timmons@co.hennepin.mn.us, 612-348-2477 
  

3. City of St. Paul 
a. Web site: http://www.stpaul.gov/ 
b. Available for Interviews 

1) Mayor Chris Coleman*, Mayor, City of St. Paul 
2) Anne Hunt*, Deputy Policy Director/Environment 

c.   Media Contact: Bob Hume, Director of Communications – bob.hume@ci.stpaul.mn.us | (651) 266-8518 
 

4. City of Minneapolis 
a. Web site: http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/ 
b. Available for Interviews: 

1) Mayor R.T. Rybak, Mayor, City of Minneapolis 
2) Gayle Prest*, Manager of Sustainability, City of Minneapolis 

c.  Media Contact: Matt Laible, Communications Director - matt.laible@ci.minneapolis.mn.us, (612) 673-2786 
 

5. City of Bloomington 
a. Web site: http://www.ci.bloomington.mn.us/ 
b.  Available for Interviews: Mayor Gene Winstead, Mayor, City of Bloomington 
b. Media Contact 

1) Janine Hill, Communications Administrator; jhill@ci.bloomington.mn.us | (952) 563-8819 
2) Jean Buckley, Public Work Maintenance Coordinator, jbuckley@ci.bloomington.mn.us, 952-563-8751 
 

6. Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
a. Web site: http://www.pca.state.mn.us/ 
b. Available for Interviews: Brad Moore, Commissioner, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
c.  Media Contact: Pam McCurdy, Strategic Marketing Specialist, pamela.mccurdy@state.mn.us, (651) 285-8539 

   
7. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency – Region 5 

a. Web site: http://www.epa.gov/region5/orc/ 
b.  Available for Interviews: Briana Bill, Green Venues Coordinator, bill.briana@epa.gov | (312) 353-6646 
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GREENGATHERINGS 
Segment Resources 

 
CONSTRUCTION & OUTDOOR ENVIRONMENT 

1. Government 
a. Mississippi National River and Recreation Area 

1) Web site: http://www.nps.gov/miss/ 
2) Available for interviews: Paul Labovitz*, Superintendent 
3) Media Contact: Denise Niedcolkowski, Assistant; denise.niedcolkowski@nps.go; (651) 290-3030 

b. Parks and Recreation  - City of St. Paul 
1) Web site: http://www.ci.stpaul.mn.us/index.asp?NID=243 
2) Available for interviews: Bob Bierscheid, Director of Parks and Recreation  
3)  Media Contact: Cindy Morrison, Assistant, cindy.morrison@ci.stpaul.mn.us, (651) 266-6398 

c. Ramsey County 
1) Web site: http://www.co.ramsey.mn.us/home/index.htm 
2)  Available for interviews: Zack Hansen, Environmental Health Section Manager 
3)  Media Contact: Darren Tobolt, darren.tobolt@co.ramsey.mn.us, 651-266-8368 

 
2. Business 

a. HGA Architects and Engineers 
1) Web site: http://www.hga.com 
2)  Available for Interviews: Patrick Thibaudeau*, LEED-AP, CSI, CCS, Vice President 
3)   Media Contact: Julie Luers, Marketing Director, (612) 758-4000 

b. SALA Architect 
1) Web site: http://www.salaarc.com/ 
2)  Available for Interviews: Mark Sloot, Architect 
2) Media Contact: Mark Sloot, 612-379-3037 

c. Mortenson Construction 
1) Web site: http://www.mortenson.com/index.html 
2) Available for Interviews: Tom Hysell AIA, Director of Business Development 
3) Media Contact: Jessica Brennan, jessica.brennan@mortenson.com | (763) 287.5151 

FOOD 
1. Government  

a.  Minnesota Department of Agriculture 
1) Web site: http://www.mda.state.mn.us/ 
2) Available for Interviews: Paul Hugunin, Marketing Specialist (MN Grown Directory), Minnesota 

Department of Agriculture, paul.hugunin@state.mn.us, 651-201-6510 
b. Sustainability - City of Minneapolis 

1) Web site: http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/ 
2) Available for Interviews: Gayle Prest, Manager of Sustainability 
3) Media Contact: Sara Dietrich, Communications Director, City of Minneapolis, office: (612) 673-2101; 

cell: (612) 559-7840 
2. Non-profit 

a. Minnesota Project/Heartland Food Network 
1) Web site: http://www.mnproject.org/ 
2) Available for Interviews: Rebecca Baumann*, Executive Director | 651.645.6159 

b.  Renewing the Countryside 
1)  Web site: http://www.renewingthecountryside.org/ 
2)  Available for Interviews: Jan Joannides, Executive Director and Co-Founder |(612) 251-7304 

 
LODGING/GREEN HOTELS 

1. Government  
a. Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

1)  Web site: http://www.pca.state.mn.us/ 
2)  Available for Interviews: Brad Moore, Commissioner, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
3)  Media Contact: Pam McCurdy, Strategic Marketing Specialist, pamela.mccurdy@state.mn.us, (651) 285-

8539 
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2. Business 

a. Hospitality Minnesota 
1)  Web site: http://www.hospitalitymn.com/index.html 
2)  Available for Interviews: Dave Siegel, President and CEO, dave@hospitalitymn.com, 651-778-2400 

b. Ecolab 
1)  Web site: www.ecolab.com 
2)  Available for Interviews: Doug Baker, Chairman, President and Chief Executive Office, Ecolab 
3)  Media Contact: Mike Monahan, VP of External Relations, mike.monahan@ecolab.com, 651-293-2809 

 
RESOURCE & ENERGY USE 

1. Government  
a. Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

1)  Web site: http://www.pca.state.mn.us/ 
2)  Available for Interviews:  

a)  Brad Moore, Commissioner, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
b)  Jeff Ledermann, Living Green Team Leader 

3)  Media Contact: Pam McCurdy, Strategic Marketing Specialist, pamela.mccurdy@state.mn.us, (651) 
285-8539 

2. Business 
a. District Energy St. Paul 

1)  Web site: http://www.districtenergy.com/ 
2)  Available for Interviews: Anders Rydaker, President 
3)  Media Contact: Catherine Veith-Bruno, Assistant, catherine.veith-bruno@ever-greenenergy.com,  

651-925-8125  
 

RIVERS & WATER 
1.  Government 

a. Mississippi National River and Recreation Area 
1)  Web site: http://www.nps.gov/miss/ 
2)  Available for Interviews: Paul Labovitz, Superintendent 
3)  Media Contact: Denise Niedcolkowski, Assistant; denise.niedcolkowski@nps.go | (651) 290-3030 

 
TRAVEL & TRANSPORTATION 

1. Government  
a. Met Council 

1) Web site: http://www.metrocouncil.org/ 
2) Available for Interviews: Peter Bell, chair, Met Council 
3) Media Contact: Steven Dornfield, Director of Communications, steven.dornfeld@metc.state.mn.us, 

(651) 602-1518 
2. Business/Nonprofit 

a. Bikeverywhere 
1) Web site: www.Bikeverywhere.com 
2) Available for Interviews: Doug Shidell, Owner, doug@littletransport.com, (612) 827-2074 

b. Bikes Belong 
1) Web site: www.BikesBelong.org 
2) Available for Interviews: Gary Sjoquist, Director of Government Relations, gary@bikesbelong.org, 

(952) 941-9391 ext.1288 
 
WASTE MANAGEMENT 

1. Government  
a. Ramsey County 

1) Web site: http://www.co.ramsey.mn.us/home/index.htm 
2) Available for Interviews: Victoria Reinhardt, Commissioner, Ramsey County 
3) Media Contact: Darren Tobolt, darren.tobolt@co.ramsey.mn.us, 651-266-8368 

2. Business 
a. Rock-Tenn 

1) Web site: www.RockTenn.com 
2) Available for Interviews: Dave Briere, Vice President/General Manager 
3) Media Contact: Dave Briere, dbriere@rocktenn.com, 651-755-3896 

#  #  #  #   


